
 

 

 
Carolle Brabant 
Executive Director, Telefilm Canada 
360 St. Jacques Street, Suite 500 
Montréal, Quebec   H2Y 1P5 
 
Feb 28, 2012 
 
RE: Recommendations re: Development Program Changes 
 
Dear Ms. Brabant, 
 
On behalf of the Canadian Media Production Association – BC Producers’ Branch, we would like to 
take this opportunity to provide feedback on changes to Telefilm’s Development Program.  Please find 
the following recommendations that were developed in a recent meeting with BC producers.   
 
1) Exceptions re: Definition of qualifying producer:  
 
The proposed definition does not take into consideration producers who are active and have production 
experience on other platforms or feature film experience beyond theatrical release.  
 
Recommendation:  A number of additional factors could be taken into consideration when looking at 
qualifying producer exceptions including: 
 
- producers with track record in television - candidates who have produced a body of long form 
television work and that work could be similarly evaluated based on audiences, sales etc. 
-producers of long form drama ie.90 minutes or more where project was not released theatrically but 
did VOD and home video business 
-producers with a features credit outside of the 5 year criteria 
-producers who are credited on a feature film but do not own copyright 
 
2) Exceptions: 
 
There are a number of questions regarding eligibility exceptions in this first year including:  
 - who, how and where will exception decisions be made? In addition, assuming demand for resources 
already exceeds resources available, how will funds be made available for exceptions. 
 
Recommendation:  The exception process needs to be clearly defined and included in the program 
guidelines and decision-making needs to take place at regional office levels where staff have 
established relationships with the industry. 
 
3) Diversity:  
 
The proposed targeted groups did not include representation of Canadian diversity. While French 
outside of Quebec, English in Quebec and Aboriginal voices are represented, diverse voices should be 
included to encourage storytelling and filmmaking that represents the current fabric of Canadian 
society.  



 

Recommendation:  Add Diversity as a “Target Group” in order to support diversity. 
 
4) Regional Support: 
 
Telefilm Funding of British Columbia projects has been on a steady decline since 2007 when it received 
over 20% of the total feature film fund.  This funding has now decreased to 6% last year. 
 
Recommendation:   Allocate regional development and production financing to historical levels that 
reflect the size of the BC production industry – ie: 20+% 
 
5) Decreasing Development Amounts: 
 
Even with the new eligibility requirements in place, the existing funds allocated to development may be 
oversubscribed. 
 
Recommendation:  Reduce the total amounts per eligible category to $50,000, $75,000 and $100,000 
in order to allow for more projects to be supported. 
 
6) Grandfathering of existing Development Contracts: 
 
It is not clear how existing projects in development will be treated moving forward and how this will 
effect funding available to new projects. 
 
Recommendation:  Provide written clarification regarding existing development commitments as part 
of Guideline Changes.  
 
7) Commitments to British Columbia: 
 
As indicated in the chart below, development and production commitments to BC are at the lowest level 
in 5 years.  We are very concerned that continued support from Telefilm match the size and experience 
of the BC industry.  This is even more important in light of the proposed development changes that will 
result in more limited access to development funds. 
 

Canada Feature 
Film Commitments 
to BC  2006‐2007  2007‐2008  2008‐2009  2009‐2010  2010‐2011 

Development  $                        1,611,290.00   $    2,765,104.00    $    2,131,700.00    $  1,788,955.00    $  1,590,414.00  

Post‐production  $                            536,441.00     $        369,500.00    $     600,000.00    $     250,000.00  

Production  $                      12,194,115.00   $    9,247,500.00    $  10,322,231.00    $  4,051,000.00    $  2,698,230.00  

Total   $                      14,341,846.00   $  12,012,604.00    $  12,823,431.00    $  6,439,955.00    $  4,538,644.00  
Source:Telefilm Canada 
 
 
 



 

Thank you for this opportunity to provide feedback for consideration.  Please do not hesitate to contact 
me should you require additional information or clarification. 

  
Yours truly, 
 

 
   

Liz Shorten 
Managing Vice-President, Operations and Member Services       
 
cc  Dave Forget, Director, Business Affairs and Certification 
 John Dippong, Industry Promotion, Western Region 


