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OVERVIEW  
 

CMPA-BC is coordinating a program designed for film and television professionals interested in obtaining 
market intelligence in preparation for expanding their business in the Los Angeles market.  This training 
intensive will provide participants with an overview of the current environment, as well as one-on-one time 
with market experts who will evaluate the participant’s projects and offer an assessment and feedback on 
suitability for the American/LA marketplace. In addition, participants will receive travel assistance in 
support of a business trip to Los Angeles. 
 

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 
  
 Prepare participants to bring their projects to the LA market and develop relationships with US-based 

production companies, studios, financiers and distributors; 

 Increase the number of BC-US co-ventures, focusing on the BC producer’s involvement in the 
ownership of the project’s intellectual property. 

 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 

Part One:  Intensive, 2 day workshop session with Los Angeles and Vancouver based Industry / Market 
experts.  The sessions will be held during business hours on Tuesday June 7 and Wednesday June 8, 
2011 in Vancouver. 
 

Part Two:  Post June workshop, producer participants receive a bank of consultation time with an LA 
Based market expert to prepare for a business trip to LA.  In addition, travel assistance will be provided in 
support of a trip to LA within 6 months of the workshop session. 

 

CONFIMED INDUSTRY GUESTS (as of May 6th) 
 
Benedict Carver 
Partner, Dark Hero Studios 
 
In 1999, Carver joined Sony Pictures' genre division, Screen Gems, rising to become its senior vice president of 
acquisitions and co-productions. He oversaw a string of huge genre hits including Resident Evil, Resident Evil: 
Apocalypse, Underworld, The Punisher, Hostel and Silent Hill. Carver was also actively involved in acquiring the 
rights to Ghost Rider and Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines for Columbia Pictures.  Carver also acquired a slew of 
critically lauded specialized dramas, including Girlfight, the Oscar-nominated El Crimen del Padre and Golden Globe-
nominated The Squid and The Whale.  In 2005, Carver left Screen Gems to produce the post-apocalyptic thriller 
Doomsday, directed by Neil Marshall. In 2009 Carver formed Dark Hero Studios, together with writer/director David 
Hayter (X-Men) to focus on film and television properties. The partners signed an overall first-look television deal with 
Entertainment One; their first show will be the action-adventure series Push. Dark Hero's debut feature production 
will be the action/thriller Wolves, to be written and directed by David Hayter. 
 
Robin Gurney 
Senior Executive Vice President, Development and Production 
Imagine Television (Division of Imagine Entertainment, Ron Howard and Brian Glazer's Company) 
 
Robin Gurney is Executive Vice President of Development and Production for Imagine Television. Since joining six 
years ago, she has been instrumental in the creation of the series "Lie to Me", "Shark" and the Emmy Award winning, 
"Friday Night Lights". Her pilots, "Maggie Hill" for Fox and "Parenthood" for NBC are currently in the works. . Prior to 
Imagine, Robin ran Greg Berlanti's company ("Everwood", "Jack&Bobby") at Warner Brothers, and worked for 
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Francis Coppola's American Zoetrope ("Platinum", "4400"), UPN, Paramount and CBS. Robin was born and raised in 
Toronto, and has her Honours BFA from York U Theatre. 
 
Mimi Steinbauer 
President, Hyde Park International 
 
President of Hyde Park International since 2008, Mimi Steinbauer handles international sales and distribution for 
such titles as Ghost Rider, Spirit of Vengeance 3-D, Blue Valentine and Machete, a Robert Rodriguez film. Prior to 
joining Hyde Park, Steinbauer completed a Masters Degree in Alternative Dispute Resolution and International 
Peacekeeping at Pepperdine School of Law. At the same time, she consulted on the international distribution of 
Academy Award winner The Hurt Locker. Steinbauer previously handled international rights for such titles as the 
Academy Award winning Lord of the Rings trilogy and The Matrix. 
 

Peter Wetherell 
President, Magus Entertainment 
 

Peter spent eleven years as an international film sales and distribution executive before forming Magus 
Entertainment in 1996 to Executive Produce feature films and to provide senior consulting services to the US and 
international film community. Peter has since specialized in creating strategies for feature film financing, production 
and distribution companies and has represented a diverse group of production companies, entertainment banking 
institutions, private investors, government film offices, studio production facilities and foreign distributors.  He has 
Executive Produced numerous films including Under Still Waters, directed by Carolyn Miller; Deepwater, directed by 
David S. Marfield; The Big Empty, directed by Steve Anderson; 13 Conversations About 1 Thing, directed by Jill 
Sprecher and Things Beyond the Sun, directed by Allison Anders. 

 

PROGRAM CONTENT 
 

 Overview of the current environment of the American/LA film and television market; 

 Series of case studies of recent Canadian successes in the American market; 

 Break out sessions with LA film and/or television market experts; 

 One-on-one meetings with market experts to evaluate the potential for each participant’s 
projects; 

 Follow-up and LA meeting preparation with market experts; 

 Travel assistance for LA business trip within 6 months of completion of market prep workshop. 
 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
 

This program is designed for up to 15 experienced producers who are owners/managers of a film and/or 
television production company in British Columbia.  Due to limited space, only one representative per 
production company is eligible to participate in the workshop.   
 

At minimum, applicant companies must have at least two production credits in the following: 
 

 Television drama series, MOW, Mini-series; 

 Theatrical feature film;  

 Broadcast documentary; and/or 

 Broadcast animation 
 

REGISTRATION COSTS 
 
Once accepted, there is a $250.00 registration fee to participate in the initiative.  
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APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
Applications must include: 

 

 Brief synopsis of project(s) in development suitable for LA/US Market; 

 Profile of the production company; 

 Resume of applicant;  

 Indication of CMPA membership, if applicable; 

 Statement from applicant outlining the production company’s business objectives and reason 
for wanting to attend the session; and 

 $250.00 cheque payable to Canadian Media Production Association – BC Producers’ Branch 
 

Applications will be reviewed by a selection committee comprised of one representative from the CMPA 
and one representative from British Columbia Film.  Successful applicants will be notified by May 13, 
2011. 

 

APPLICATION DEADLINE EXTENDED Wednesday May 11, 2011 
 

Applications may be submitted via e-mail or post to: 
 
Liz Shorten 
CMPA-BC 
600-736 Granville Street 
Vancouver, BC V6Z 1G3 
liz.shorten@cmpa.ca 

 
 

We are grateful to both British Columbia Film and MPPIA-BC for their generous financial 
sponsorship that makes this program possible.  

      
  

          
    


